
 
 
 
 
Supreme Court House, Wellington 

A recent law change to the New Zealand Building Act 
2004 has increased the scope and number of buildings 
that are earthquake prone and hence have to be checked. 
In turn when it was decided to renovate the Supreme 
Court building in Wellington there were a number of 
structural requirements for the complete refurbishment 
of the historic old building.  

The Wellington Supreme court is a building of great 
significance to New Zealand as it has served our country 
for the past 100 years and with the upgrade at least 100 years more. The design incorporates the 
old and the new. Once constructed the Supreme Court will be an architectural legacy.   The cost 
of the proposed design concept includes restoration of the old High Court building (estimated at 
$25.3 million) and construction of a new Supreme Court building (estimated at $39.8 million). 

In addition to many external piles a total of 18 No. internal piles were required to withstand the 
significant seismic loads. In addition to the difficult locations of the piles, due to the historic 
nature of the court the façade (and many other elements of the building) a unique method of pile 
installation was required to ensure that no damage occurred.  

To enable the installation of piles, Piletech developed a series of techniques to install the piles 
with minimal access required. The first was piling through windows which allowed large capacity 
piles to be installed as a larger rig.  The second was piling through the roof with a 35 tonne piling 
rig and long extension and the third was piling inside the building with our smaller 12 tonne 
piling rig. 

 


